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BORROWING

I HAVE NO CHILDREN. I'VE BEEN CON-
tentedly single for most of my childbear-
ing years, and I haven’t really wanted
kids. People have told me I'd make a good
mother, but being good at something and
wanting to do it are two different things.
A few years ago I found out that I suffer
from endometriosis, the top cause of in-
fertility in women, so I probably couldn’t
get pregnant even if I tried.

I've chosen to borrow other people’s
children instead. My two best friends and
my sister have all invited me into their
homes after the births of their first chil-
dren to help with chores and offer sup-
port where I could.

Three times I have washed bottle nip-
ples with tiny brushes, changed diapers,
felt spit-up run down my cleavage, fished
boogers from tiny nostrils, patted out
burps, sung lullabies, slept with a new-
born on my chest, and stared deeply into
ababy’s eyes. Three times I have fallen in
love. Three times I have returned to my
own home, heartbroken.

I live hundreds of miles from the
children I once helped care for. This
distance sometimes feels like a physical
ache. Though I have not shepherded a
child into this world, I have learned one
of the lessons of parenting: how to love
and let go.

Jennifer R. Myhre
San Mateo, California

IN THE EARLY SEVENTIES I LEFT ACA-
demia for life in the country. I bought a
raw piece of land and struggled to build
a cabin, till a garden, and put up fences.
I made friends with the locals, particu-
larly Clyde, an older farmer with a hair-
trigger smile. I'd drop by his place and
help him with his projects just to be en-
tertained by him. When I mentioned I
was going to fence my meadow, Clyde
offered to come over and drill the post-
holes for me. I was thrilled. After that we
regularly helped each other repair barns

and care for animals. No money was ever
exchanged.

I had been raised never to ask for any-
thing; borrowing had always caused fights
in my family. As Clyde and I went on help-
ing each other, I felt obligated to keep it
fair between us, and I pointed out that I
had many more needs than he did. Clyde
smiled and said, “If you need something,
ask. IfI can help out, I will. And if I need
something, I'll ask. You can help me if
you can. But don’t ever keep track.”

We helped each other for the next
thirty years without issue.

JW. Lawrence
Friday Harbor, Washington
(end of excerpt)
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